Aim: The present study is conducted to explore knowledge and attitude regarding periodontal diseases among dental undergraduate students.
INTRODUCTION
Health cannot be isolated from its social context, and the last few decades have shown that the social and economic factors have as much influence on health as the medical interventions 1 . General health cannot be maintained without good oral health. The mouth is regarded as the gateway to the body and acts as a mirror that reflects the status of general health 2 . Oral health plays an important role to maintain the overall health 3 . There is evidence that the oral health depends on social, biological, and environmental factors 4 . P e r i o d o n t a l d i s e a s e i s a n inflammatory disease that affects the soft and hard structures that support the teeth. In its early stage, called gingivitis, the gums become swollen and red due to inflammation, which is the body's natural response to the presence of harmful bacteria 5 . Periodontal disease is thought to have systemic ramifications and has been implicated in a wide range of conditions such as hypertension, stroke, a t h e r o s c l e r o s i s , p o o r p r e g n a n c y outcome, to name a few 6 .
The main role of dentists is to increase the lifespan of dentition by means of disease prevention or thorough treatment 7 Attitudes are not learned from textbooks; they are acquired by social interactions.
According to present literature most of the study conducted was mainly on Health professionals and general dentists therefore the present study is conducted to explore knowledge and attitude regarding periodontal diseases among Dental undergraduate students.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The present study is conducted to explore the knowledge and attitude of undergraduate students of private Dental T h e d a t a w a s e n t e r e d i n Microsoft excel 2007. Descriptive analysis was applied; numbers and percentages were presented in tables. Table 1 shows demographic details of study participants. Majority of study participants {186 (64%)} belongs to age group of more than 21 years. Males {171(59%)} constitutes most of study p a r t i c i p a n t s . M a j o r i t y o f s t u d y participants belonged to Middle class in Socio-economic status {158 (55%)}. Majority of study participants {249 (86%)} thought that sensitivity to hot cold food or beverages can be treated. Table 3 teeth with recession and also with statement that majority of tooth loss is due to periodontal Diseases. 
RESULTS

DISCUSSION
Present study is conducted to explore the knowledge and attitude of undergraduate students regarding periodontal diseases. In the past studies had conducted to determine knowledge and attitude regarding periodontal diseases but study participants were h e a l t h p r o f e s s i o n a l s o r d e n t a l professionals. In the present study, knowledge and attitude of budding dentist was determined.
Undergraduate students should have proper knowledge of periodontal diseases in their budding stage. In the present study Majority of study participants were males which is same in study done by Asa'ad et al 13 and Nagarakanti 14 et al in which 66% of study participants were males and 34% were females. While in the study done by Dayakar MM, 8 67% subjects were females and 33% males.
In the present study 55% of study subjects were aware about common causes of bleeding gums as compared to This may be due to lack of exposure to life sciences among the Engineering students.
In the present study most of study participants reported that poor oral hygiene is the main cause of bad breath same results were shown in study by
Dayakar et al 8 .
In the present study of study Table 2 . Knowledge among undergraduate students regarding periodontal diseases. Table 3 . Attitude among undergraduate students regarding periodontal diseases.
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